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On the whole the volume stands as the best interpretation of the 
Latin-American democracies. It is a book, which as President Poin- 
car6 says in his introduction, " should be read and digested by every- 
one interested in the future of the Latin genius." Although it is 
designed for the general reader, its merit would have been enhanced 
by the inclusion of a selected bibliography. Chapters on the advance 
in education and on the status of public opinion are needed to com- 
plete the survey of intellectual progress. 

Roscoe R. Hill. 
Columbia University. 

Social France at the Time of Philip Augustus. By Achille 
Luchaire. Authorized translation of the second French edition by 
E. B. Krehbiel. New York, Henry Holt and Company, 1912. — 
viii, 441 pp. 

This is the best picture we have of society in France in the Middle 
Ages, and all students and teachers of mediaeval history must be grateful 
that it is now accessible in a well-edited translation. No historian has 
ever made this period so much his own as did Luchaire. The author 
of the greatest manual upon the early institutions of the French mon- 
archy was also the historian of Innocent III and a master of the sources 
of feudalism. But one would hardly have looked for so entertaining 
and so freshly human an outlook as is exhibited in this volume from the 
specialist in research whose seminars might spend a whole term upon 
the analysis of a few pages of chronicle. Luchaire, however, had some- 
thing of that versatile gift which characterized the work of Gabriel 
Monod, a trace of the " old master," which one misses in the highly 
trained men of the younger school in France. 

The present volume is composed of a number of separate studies, 
each complete in itself. There is a general chapter upon the material and 
spiritual condition of the people — dark enough to end any lingering 
sentimental romanticism ; one on parishes and priests , also rather se- 
vere in its judgments ; and then follow in turn chapters dealing with 
the student, the canon, the bishop, monks and the nobility, and a 
lengthy consideration of chivalry. After a survey of " Courtesy and the 
Lettered Nobility " the book closes with a treatment of peasant and 
burgher, and a glimpse of the origins out of which the third estate was 
to rise. 

As one might expect, there is little of the vague in this book. 
Everything is described in terms of real events. If the author wishes 
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to indicate the insecurity of the times, he does so by a narrative of defi- 
nite raids and pillagings. If he is dealing with the church or the uni- 
versity he fits into the story extracts from the vital documents. The 
effect is an exceedingly graphic story. To take a homely instance, a 
monastery complains of the castellan of Roussillon that " he broke 
down our fence and seized eleven cows. One night he entered our 
property at Verney and cut down and bound two of our servants in the 
woods and took three sous and six deniers away from them. The same 
day he took the tunic, stockings and shoes of Bernard of Mossetonour 
farm at Egat. Another time he killed two cows. ..." So the ac- 
count runs on. A few such examples tell us more of feudal warfare 
than would pages of rhetoric. The deft way in which these extracts are 
woven in is a source of continual delight. 

The original work, of course, needs no commendation now. The 
translation is thoroughly well done, and the book is a credit to the 
editor. 

J. T. Shotwell. 

Britain Across the Seas : America. A History and Description 
of the British Empire in America. By Arthur Granville Brad- 
ley. London, National Society's Depository, 1912. — xv, 454 pp. 

The first third of Mr. Bradley's volume on America, in the "Britain 
Across the Seas " series, contains the story, familiar to every Ameri- 
can, of the founding of the American colonies, the Seven- Years War 
and the conquest of Canada and, very briefly indeed, the breaking 
away of the thirteen colonies. The author's point of view is more 
English than is that of the histories still used in many American 
schools, but he does not try to make any better case for the British 
government than has been made recently by many historical students 
in the United States. 

Chapters vi to xiii, inclusive, give a rapid and not too scholarly 
account of Canadian development. Mr. Bradley brings out well the 
close connection between the British settlement of Canada and the ill- 
treatment of the Tories by the individual states after the close of the 
Revolutionary War. He also shows that the injustices then perpetrated 
brought their nemesis at the time of the War of 181 2. It is his opin- 
ion that it was the persecution by the Americans of the men who after- 
wards became the United Empire Loyalists of Canada that prevented 
the union of Canada with the United States at the time of the later 
war with Great Britain. One thing that is not well brought out in this 



